Metro Atlanta Pro Bono Legal Referrals 

(updated Sept 2009)

ALAS website has general information about many pro bono projects.  Take 5 minutes to go to the website (www.atlantalegalaid.org) and click on “Other Legal Resources in Georgia.” 
ALAS COUNTIES:  Fulton, Dekalb, Cobb, Gwinnett, Clayton 

· Each county has a pro bono program; however, the services offered vary greatly with Fulton offering the most and Clayton offering the least amount of pro bono services.  The Pro Bono projects handle consumer, security deposit, some probate, some family law.

· Check the Income Eligibility Chart to see if client is eligible.

· No asset limits, but use your best judgment.

· Fulton and Dekalb have stand-alone pro bono organizations.

· Gwinnett, Cobb, and Clayton’s pro bono organizations are run out of the ALAS offices.

CLAYTON

Clayton Pro Bono Project  is run out of the Southside  ALAS office. 

· To make a referral, e-mail a summary of the case to the pro bono coordinator, Pamela Hampton, plhampton@atlantalegalaid.org.  I title my e-mail “potential Clayton Pro Bono Referral.”  Wait for Pamela to respond.  It may take several days.  If Pamela approves of the referral, she will ask you to transfer the case in LegalServer.

Very few cases are placed with pro bono attorneys so keep your client’s expectations in check.

COBB

Cobb Pro Bono Project is run out of the Cobb ALAS office.  www.cobbjustice.org

· To make a referral, e-mail a summary of the case including the client’s name and the Adverse Party, to Cathy Vandenberg, the managing attorney, at  ccvandenberg@atlantalegalaid.org.  I title my e-mail “potential Cobb Pro Bono Referral.”  Wait for Cathy to respond.  If Cathy approves of the referral, she will ask you to transfer the case in LegalServer to the pro bono coordinator, Sarah Cipperly.

· Cobb does TPOs if client is 150% or less of poverty.

Family Law Workshop.  

The Superior Court offers a one-hour seminar once a month on a variety of family topics, and makes forms available at that seminar.  The seminars are taught by Cobb Bar members.  Participants can also access the name and number of a local attorney who has agreed in advance to offer a one-hour consultation for $50.  This is being billed as "limited scope representation," where pro se litigants can have the forms they have completed reviewed by an attorney, or negotiate for an attorney to draft certain forms for them.   For further information, please call the ADR office at (770) 528-1812.  sca.cobbcountyga.gov/familylaw_workshop.htm.

DEKALB 

DeKalb Volunteer Lawyers Foundation (DVLF)  www.dekalbprobono.org
118 E. Trinity Place, Decatur, Georgia 30030
(404) 373-0865     fax 404-373-7360

· Executive Director:  Sheila Ogletree 

· The DeKalb Lawyers Foundation provides, through volunteer lawyers, civil legal services to indigent DeKalb County residents who cannot or would not be served by existing legal services programs. They handle matters including, but not limited to, probate (thru Dekalb’s version of PIC), domestic relations, landlord-tenant, general litigation, wills and trusts, real property, bankruptcy, debtor-creditor, foreclosure, fraud.  Social Security disability cases are referred to the private bar (attorneys paid from client’s SS award).  DVLF doesn’t have the same large number of volunteer attorneys as AVLF, so keep your client’s expectations in check.

· Clients must qualify based on income and case type.  See the Income Chart attached.

· To make referral:  (1) Fax intake to Sheila Ogletree at 404-373-7360  AND (2) Tell client to call during DVLF intake hours, Monday thru Wednesday 9 am-Noon.  Intake telephone number is (404) 373-0865.

Family Law Information Center/DeKalb
      
DeKalb County Courthouse, 556 North McDonough Street, Decatur, GA 30030 
     
 (404) 687-3990

· Staffed by DeKalb ALAS attorneys

FULTON

Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers Foundation (AVLF):   very well run and funded; works closely with ALAS.  avlf.org.  See AVLF section for detailed referral instructions.  In summary:

· Saturday Attorney: fax form and intake to Shirley (ALAS)

· Special Placement through Weekly Report/Newsletter: fax form to Tamara (AVLF)

· Bankruptcy: tell client to call AVLF directly

· Wills: mail questionnaire to Client and fax intake to AVLF 

Family Law Information Center (FLIC)

Justice Center Tower, Suite T-704, 185 Central Avenue, SW, Atlanta, Ga. 30303
(404) 335-2789    

Assists individuals who wish to represent themselves in family matters or wish to educate themselves about family law issues.  FLIC is a part of the Fulton County Superior Court Family Division pilot project.   ALAS helps staff FLIC.  

Probate Information Center (PIC)

Advises clients on such matters as administration of simple estates (testate or intestate), estate issues involving debts, claims or expenses, how to petition for year’s support or update a title to real estate as well as explanations of the duties of a personal representative of an estate. For clients who need to probate the estate of a loved one who either died in Fulton County or died owning real property in Fulton County. (404) 730-5985. Intake is walk-in only, on Monday afternoons, at Fulton Superior Court. 

GWINNETT

Gwinnett Pro Bono Project is run out of the Gwinnett ALAS office.

To make a referral, e-mail a summary of the case to Roshonda Davis Baugh, the managing attorney, at rbbaugh@atlantalegalaid.org.  I title my e-mail “potential Gwinnett Pro Bono Referral.”  Wait for Roshonda to respond.  It may take Roshonda up to one week to get you an answer.  If Roshonda approves of the referral, Roshonda will ask the receptionist, Tai, to call or e-mail you and instruct you to transfer the case.  

Note: as of March 2009, the Gwinnett Pro Bono Coordinator is Dona Tignall

Family Law Clinic/Gwinnett

The FLC/Gwinnett is handled in the Gwinnett branch of Atlanta Legal Aid, and is available on Mondays, Tuesday, and Thursdays between 1:00 and 5:00 p.m.
Tell client to call (678) 376-4545

Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers Foundation  --Referral Information

Eligibility:

(1) Client is resident of Fulton County or venue lies in Fulton County, and

(2) Client is income eligible

Saturday Attorney:  Attorneys from big law firms and some solo practitioners volunteer to take a couple of cases.  Attorneys meet clients on Saturday morning at the downtown ALAS office.  ALAS attorneys serve as mentors to the volunteer attorneys.

1. Fill out referral form (leave the appointment date blank; call Dina with any questions).  Fax form and intake and relevant documents to Shirley Bailey, the Sat Attny coordinator for ALAS.  Shirley is on the 2nd floor of the downtown ALAS office.  Her fax is 404-614-3997.Shirley will fax the intake to AVLF and make the actual appointment with client.

2. You can close the case after you fax the intake to Shirley.  Please attach a copy of the referral form and other documents to the case notes so the Hotline can keep the referral on file.

Weekly Report/Newsletter:  AVLF may be able to place cases that fall outside the Saturday attorney or other established AVLF program.  AVLF keeps a list of unusual cases and e-mails this list via a weekly newsletter to private attorneys who may be willing to take one or two cases. Examples include a client whose son tricked her into signing an irrevocable trust and failed to spend her money on her care.  A trusts and estate attorney volunteered to take the case after reading the description in the newsletter.

1. Fill out referral form.  Be sure to check the “Weekly Newsletter” option.

2. Fax to Tamara Caldas of AVLF.

3. Call Tamara ((404) 521-0790) to follow up call and discuss.  

Bankruptcy:  Chapter 7 only.  Client must have incomes or assets, like employment income, private pension, or a car or house with little equity that could be garnished or levied by creditors.

1. Instruct client to call AVLF directly to go through intake.  AVLF’s number is (404) 521-0790.

Wills and Advanced Directives:  AVLF’s volunteer attorneys will execute wills for homebound and non-homebound seniors.  Priority goes to elderly, emergency service personnel and HIV positive  clients.

1. The client will need to complete the AVLF’s wills questionnaire.

2. Mail client the wills questionnaire and standard cover letter (cover letter instructs client to mail the completed wills questionnaire to AVLF).

3. Fax the intake to Amanda Donaldson at AVLF (AVLF will not call client until it receives the client’s questionnaire form, however, AVLF likes us to fax the intake as a “head’s up.”

